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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-5, 7-12, 14-19 and 21 are pending in this Office Action. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on July 14, 2005 has been entered. 

Specification 

3. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 
The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 

separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as "means" 
and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist 
readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

4. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it exceeds 150 words limit. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-5, 7-12, 14-19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over AddressPro v4.0 ("AddressPro", Copyright January 2000 by ZingWare) in view of Wilson 
(Pub. No.: US 2002/0165905 Al) and Fish (US 6,243,699 Bl). 

As per claim 1, AddressPro teaches in an electronic device having a database of records 
of different category types, a method of displaying information, said method comprising: 

a) receiving an indication from a user that selects a first category type of said different 
category type (AddressPro, 1. Overview, 6.2, 6.2, Changing the display and sort order of the 
address list, "You may now select different sorting schemes and different phone view fields for 
different categories, and than by changing categories you get different sorting and viewing 
possibilities ..."); 

b) indexing a sort table with said first category type to obtain a primary sort field and a 
secondary sort field that have been selected by said user for said first category type, said sort 
table associating each category type of said different category types with its own primary, second 
sort fields that have been selected by said user, wherein sort fields for each category type are 
under user control and wherein said first category type has a primary sort field different from that 
of another category type (AddressPro, 1. Overview, 6.2, Changing the display and sort order of 



Application/Control Number: 09/755,782 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2162 

the address list, "for example I chose the "last, first" sorting scheme and "phone 1" view field for 
my "personal" category and the "company, last" scheme with no phone view field for my 
"business" category". The "personal" category is the claimed first category which is different 
from other categories/"business" category. Different category has different primary and 
secondary sort field. For the "personal" category, the primary sort field is "last" which is the 
Last name, the secondary sort field is first name. These sort fields are under user control. "You 
may choose any of the entries in any of the fields"); 

c) sorting records of said first category type into an order that is determined according to 
said primary sort field, secondary sort fields for said first category type to produce a first sorted 
list (AddressPro, 1. Overview, 6.2, Changing the display and sort order of the address list, "You 
may now select different sorting schemes and different phone view fields for different categories, 
and than by changing categories you get different sorting and viewing possibilities ...", "In this 
panel there are 2 drop down lists: the upper one is for the main sort field, and the next one is for 
the secondary sort field ... the entry you choose for the main sort field is used to sort the list 

..."); 

d) displaying on a display screen of said electronic device at least a portion of said first 
sorted list, said first sorted list displayed in said order determined according to said primary sort 
field and secondary sort fields for said first category type, wherein said portion displayed is 
formatted automatically with information from said primary sort field for said first category type, 
wherein by selecting said primary sort field and secondary fields for said first category type said 
user controls said order in which said records are displayed (AddressPro, 1. Overview, 6.2, 
Changing the display and sort order of the address list); 
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e) displaying on said display screen a group of sort instructions stored in said sort table, 
wherein displayed simultaneously are said primary, secondary sort fields that have been selected 
by said user for said first category type (AddressPro, 1. Overview, 6.2, Changing the display and 
sort order of the address list); 

f) receiving an indication from said user that selects a selected one of said secondary sort 
field from the displayed primary, secondary sort fields (AddressPro, 1. Overview, 6.2, Changing 
the display and sort order of the address list, u You may choose any of the entries in any of the 
fields ... Tapping the 'Done 3 button causes the list to be resorted and redisplayed according to 
the fields you chose . . ."); and 

g) in response to step f), displaying a pop-down list comprising sort fields that can be 
used instead of said selected one of said primary sort field, secondary sort field, wherein said 
user optionally replaces said secondary sort field with a sort field selected from said pop-down 
list (AddressPro, 1. Overview, 6.2, Changing the display and sort order of the address list, "In 
this panel there are 2 drop down lists . . . You may choose any of the entries in any of the fields"). 

AddressPro does not explicitly disclose display the sorted list on the left-hand side of said 
display screen as viewed by said user. However, AddressPro discloses displaying a sorted list. 
The displaying operation disclosed by AddressPro includes the option to display the sorted list 
on the left-hand side of said display screen. 

AddressPro does not explicitly disclose the user is presented with a display of sort fields 
selected by the user for a category and currently in use for that category. Wilson discloses the 
user is presented with a display of sort fields selected by the user for a category and currently in 
use for that category (Wilson, Fig. 1, element 108, "Sorted by"). Therefore, it would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
system of AddressPro by displaying the sort fields selected by the user for a category and 
currently in use for that category as disclosed by Wilson. The motivation being to let the user 
know which sort field is currently in use and allow the user to select other sort field to replace 
the current sort field. 

Neither AddressPro nor Wilson explicitly discloses a tertiary sort field. Fish teaches 
obtaining a primary, secondary and tertiary sort fields and sorting according to the primary, 
secondary and tertiary sort fields (Fish, Fig. 2, col. 7, lines 1-8). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
AddressPro and Wilson's combined system by incorporating a tertiary sort field as disclosed by 
Fish (Fish, Fig. 2, col. 7, lines 1-8). The motivation being to provide the system with the 
functionality to sort the data according to plurality of sorting fields. This will sort the data more 
neatly for displaying. 

As per claim 2, AddressPro, Wilson and Fish teach all the claimed subject matters as 
discussed in claim 1, and further teach receiving another indication from said user that selects a 
second category type of said different category types; indexing said sort table with said second 
category type to obtain a primary sort field for said second category type; sorting records of said 
second category type into an order that is determined by said primary sort field for said second 
category type to produce a second sorted list; and displaying on said display screen at least a 
portion of said second sorted list, said second sorted list displayed in said order determined 
according to said primary sort field for said second category type (AddressPro, 1. Overview, 6.2, 
Changing the display and sort order of the address list). 
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As per claim 3, AddressPro, Wilson and Fish teach all the claimed subject matters as 
discussed in claim 1 3 and further teach said electronic device is a palm-sized computer system 
(AddressPro, 3. System Requirement). 

As per claim 4, AddressPro, Wilson and Fish teach all the claimed subject matters as 
discussed in claim 1, except for explicitly disclosing said electronic device is a wireless 
telephone. However, AddressPro teaches said electronic device is a palm computer system. 
Palm computer system and wireless telephone are both mobile electronic device. Both systems 
store and organize contact and address data. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the display and sort method of 
AddressPro in a wireless telephone. The display and sort method of AddressPro can display and 
sort different categories with different sort order. This helps the wireless telephone user to better 
organize data and allow the user to easily find information. 

Regarding to claim 5, AddressPro, Wilson and Fish teach all the claimed subject matters 
as discussed in claim 1, and further teach said database is a database of contact information 
comprising records each having fields defining a name, an address and a telephone number 
(AddressPro, 1. Overview, 6.2 Changing the display and sort order of the address list). 

As per claim 7, AddressPro, Wilson and Fish teach all the claimed subject matters as 
discussed in claim 1, and further teach user depressing a designated button on said electronic 
device (AddressPro, 6.2 Changing the display and sort order of the address list). 

Claims 8-12 and 15-19 are rejected on grounds corresponding to the reasons given above 
for claims 1-5. 
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Claims 14 and 21 are rejected on grounds corresponding to the reasons given above for 
claim 7. 

Response to Arguments 
7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5, 7-12, 14-19 and 21 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chongshan Chen whose telephone number is (571) 272-4031. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (8:00 am - 4:30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached on (571) 272-4107. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Chongshan Chen 
September 2, 2005 
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